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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakayama 
(US 2003/0139209). 

Nakayama discloses a message output device, comprising: a battle control unit 
(Fig. 1:12) which controls a battle between characters belonging to opposing friend and 
enemy sides in a virtual space based on a predetermined instruction input [0010]; a 
message storage unit (Fig. 1:13) which stores a plurality of messages matching 
winning and losing statuses of the friend and enemy sides; a winning and losing status 
detection unit [0020,0073] which detects winning and losing statuses of the friend and 
enemy sides which change in accordance with progress of the battle controlled, at each 
predetermined timing; a message acquisition unit [0078] which acquires a message 
matching the detected winning and losing statuses; and a message output unit which 
outputs the acquired message (Fig. 1: 10a, 10b). 

Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakayama (US 2003/0139209). 

Regarding claim 2. Nakayama discloses a message output device, comprising: 
a battle control unit (Fig. 1: 12) which controls a battle between characters belonging to 
opposing friend and enemy sides in a virtual space based on a predetermined 
instruction input [0010]; a message storage unit (Fig. 1:13) which stores a plurality of 
main messages matching progress statuses of the battle, and a plurality of sub 
messages matching winning and losing statuses of the friend and enemy sides [0028, 
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0029]; a main message acquisition unit which acquires a main massage specified in 
accordance with progress of the battle controlled [0068]; a sub message acquisition unit 
which detects winning and losing statuses of the friend and enemy sides which change 
in accordance with the progress of the battle controlled at each predetermined timing, 
and acquires an arbitrary sub message matching the detected winning and losing 
statuses [0069]; and a message output unit which outputs the acquired main message 
and sub message based on a predetermined condition (Fig. 1: 10a, 10b). 

Regarding claim 3. In a case where the main message and the sub message 
are acquired at a same time, said message output unit inherently outputs the main 
message preferentially. 

Regarding claim 4. A priority order is set for each main message and each sub 
message; and said message output unit outputs the acquired main message and sub 
message in an order based on the priority orders (Fig. 6 & 7). 

Regarding claim 5. A life duration time is set at least for each sub message; and 
said message output device further comprises a message deletion unit which deletes 
any sub message whose life duration time has passed among the sub messages 
acquired [0065, 0070]. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakayama 
(US 2003/0139209). 

Nakayama discloses a message control method utilizing a message storage unit 
(Fig. 1: 13), where said message storage unit stores a plurality of main messages 
matching progress statuses of a battle (Fig. 6), and a plurality of sub messages 
matching winning and losing statuses of friend and enemy sides (Fig. 7), said method 
comprising: a battle controlling step of controlling a battle between characters belonging 
to opposing friend and enemy sides in a virtual space based on a predetermined 
instruction input (Fig. 1: 12); a main message acquiring step of acquiring a main 
message specified in accordance with progress of the battle controlled [0068]; a sub 
message acquiring step of detecting winning and losing statuses of the battle which 
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change in accordance with the progress of the battle controlled at each predetermined 
timing, and acquiring an arbitrary sub message matching the detected winning and 
losing statuses [0069]; and a message outputting step of outputting the acquired main 
message and sub message based on a predetermined condition [0065]. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakayama 
(US 2003/0139209). 

Nakayama discloses a program for controlling a computer to function as: a battle 
control unit which controls a battle between characters belonging to opposing friend and 
enemy sides in a virtual space based on a predetermined instruction input [0009]; a 
message storage unit (Fig. 1: 13) which stores a plurality of main messages matching 
progress statuses of the battle, and a plurality of sub messages matching winning and 
losing statuses of the friend and enemy sides [0028, 0029]; a main message acquisition 
unit which acquires a main massage specified in accordance with progress of the battle 
controlled [0068]; a sub message acquisition unit which detects winning and losing 
statuses of the friend and enemy sides which change in accordance with the progress 
of the battle controlled at each predetermined timing, and acquires an arbitrary sub 
message matching the detected winning and losing statuses [0069]; and a message 
output unit which outputs the acquired main message and sub message based on a 
predetermined condition (Fig. 1: 10a, 10b). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakayama 
(US 2003/0139209). 

Nakayama discloses a computer-readable information recording medium storing 
a program for controlling a computer to function [0019] as: a battle control unit which 
controls a battle between characters belonging to opposing friend and enemy sides in a 
virtual space based on a predetermined instruction input [0009]; a message storage unit 
(Fig. 1:13) which stores a plurality of main messages matching progress statuses of the 
battle, and a plurality of sub messages matching winning and losing statuses of the 
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friend and enemy sides [0028, 0029]; a main message acquisition unit which acquires a 
main massage specified in accordance with progress of the battle controlled [0068]; a 
sub message acquisition unit which detects winning and losing statuses of the friend 
and enemy sides which change in accordance with the progress of the battle controlled 
at each predetermined timing, and acquires an arbitrary sub message matching the 
detected winning and losing statuses[0069-0070]; and a message output unit which 
outputs the acquired main message and sub message based on a predetermined 
condition. (Fig. 1: 10a, 10b). 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seng H. Lim whose telephone number is 571-270-3301. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00, Monday-Friday, alternate Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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